and these two main points of the new Nazi idea commended
themselves to him and had great weight in swaying Hs
decision of January 1933.
At the end of November the Nazi Press published a
provisional ministerial list in the event of power being-
offered to the movement. Chancellor, Hitler; Air Minister,
Goring; Defence, von Schleicher; Foreign Affairs, von
Neurath; Finance Ministry, Schacht; Home Affairs,
Strasser; Economics (Board of Trade), Thyssen; Justice,
Frick; Commissioner for Prussia, von Papen.
This showed that on the one hand. Hitler was prepared
to pander to Hindenburg's oft-repeated demands that von
Papen must be kept in the Government, and on the other
hand that von Papen was moving to a resumption of the
relations of early summer. He was already possessed of
the means to make Hindenburg amenable to a Hitler
Government, if Hitler on his side would only prove agree-
able; but he had yet to spin a few more threads to his
web before it was tight enough to hold the big fly in the
Palace and the younger fly from Munich.
Still the Presidential Palace frowned upon handing
Germany over to the Nazi Party. Then the big guns of
business were brought up again to effect some sort of
decision. Dr. Wilhelm Cuno, the then chairman and manag-
ing director of the Hamburg American Line, pointed out
to the President the effect unstable political conditions
in Germany, with its consequently low level of foreign
trade, were having on the German merchant marine.
Hindenburg, fickle as a maid, would still have none of
Hitler, although he was ever anxious to parley with him.
"... I fear that a praesidial Cabinet led by Herrn Hitler
would inevitably develop into a Party dictatorship, with
the evil result of intensifying still more the dissensions
within the German Nation, and I cannot answer to my
oath and my conscience for taking such a step/*
So what his oath forbade in November, it allowed in
January. Field-Marshal von Hindenburg, .so old and so
out of touch with the real life of the German people, guided
only by the Palace clique, who wished to see as far as was
humanly possible their own Junkerdom in the saddle, was,
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